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MISSOULA-The Division of Educational Research and Services (DERS) at the University of Montana
has received a grant of $210,256 from the U.S. Department of Health, Education and Welfare
for the development of a National Cooperative for Career Education (NCCE) on the Missoula
campus.
the
The grant, awarded by the HEW through/Office of Career Education, U.S. Office of
Education, and effective through June 30, 1976, is for phase II of a three-step process
which would result in establishing a national career education materials bank, an
operational national network for the NCCE and 10 NCCE regional career centers.

A portion

of the HEW phase II grant will be used to develop a model for a prototype NCCE regional
center to be established at UM.
The phase I or preplanning stage of the NCCE proposal began in the spring of 1973 at UM.
Dr. Vincent D. Barry, assistant professor of education at UM and research associate in
the DERS, wrote the grant proposal and is director of the NCCE project.

The DERS, directed

by Dr. Lyle L. Berg, an associate professor of education at UM, is a subdivision of the UM
School of Education.

Dr. J. Francis Rummel is dean of the school.

Barry said the concept of career education, which is based on individual needs,
emphasizes the application of what students of all ages learn in the classroom to what they
experience in their respective communities and in the jobs and professions they will enter
later in life.
Citing a method of teaching via the career education method, Barry said some teachers
now encourage students how to read by using books and other material which emphasize jobs,
professions and a variety of skills, rather than merely encouraging students to memorize
words or groups of words out of their meaningful contexts.
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"In career education, the teachers--from kindergarten through college--help students
apply what they learn in the classroom to the world outside the classroom in meaningful
ways," Barry said.

"Career education emphasizes on a continuing basis the importance of

the individual to himself, the community in which he settles and the world of work available
to him throughout his life, whether he continues with his formal schooling or not.
"Career education emphasizes that learning is a continuing experience outside the
classroom.

By utilizing career education as a valuable learning concept, we hope that

people can experience learning on a continuing basis after they have left school," Barry
said.
"About 10 percent of all youngsters in the U.S. drop out of grade school and 23 percent
leave high school before they graduate," Barry said.

"Half of the high school graduates

register for college and one-fourth of those finish.

Less than 14 percent of the people

in the nation who are age 25 or older actually graduated from college."
The UM educator said the career education concept offers a definite improvement over
most other educational concepts because it offers students instructions in the complete
series of occupational and professional options available to them throughout their lives,
including the option of further education and training.

He said there are 22,000 jobs

available in a total of 15 clusters throughout the nation.
According to Barry, the national cooperative planned for Missoula would focus on
three key elements--gathering and sharing career education program materials; modifying
and developing materials to fit a local need or pattern, and training and retraining
persons to utilize the materials and implement the career education concept in the classroom.
·~

National Cooperative for Career Education will result in a nationwide delivery

system for all career education materials and models," Barry said.

"The NCCE on the UM

campus will assure that materials and instructional programs already developed in one
geographical area with federal, state and local funds are readily obtainable by teachers
and students in elementary and secondary schools and colleges throughout the nation.''
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